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Text 
 
 
 
I 
 
I was a stray bird ....................... 
 
I was a stray bird, 
wandering and lost 
in an endless pilgrimage 
to the town of my Beloved. 
 
I was lost 
Lost I was 
Oh, I was so lost 
 
One misty autumn day 
He flew to meet me 
and nested in my heart 
Since that time 
I am always home. 

 
Rumi 
---------------- 
II 
The sound of a foreign ...……… 
language 
 
Ozhidu wana tali yanu 
Omadu waoe sha da zor jwana 
Chi ma ra da zo tra quidoshi,  
zhe trumanida zhanu. Hawin hatowa sha 
maru. Bo la tra ka ru ma ta zha ni sabo nadi 
Baru kana. Damu ka maru. 

 
Hawar Tawfiq  
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III 
 
Fear  .................................................................................. 
 
It is said that befor entering the sea 
a river trembles with fear. 
 
She looks back at the path she has traveled, 
from the peaks of the mountains, 
the long winding road crossing forests and villages. 
And in front of her, she sees an ocean so vast, 
that to enter 
there seems nothing more than to disappear forever. 
 
But there is no other way. 
The river cannot go back. 
 
Nobody can go back. 
To go back is impossible in existence. 
 
The river needs to take the risk 
of entering the ocean 
because only then will fear disappear, 
because that's where the river will know 
it's not about disappearing into the ocean,  
but of becoming the ocean.  

 
Khalil Gibran 
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Ideas and inspiration behind Voyage 
 
 
 
 
When the project (Songs of Travel) got more clarity and direction, my ideas also formed.  
Usually a composer's sound world is a representation of what he believes and how he sees life on a spiritual level.  
I find the theme magical, mysterious, inspiring and enchanting. At the same time, the theme raises questions such as:  
What does traveling do with us?  
What and where is our home feeling?  
Where does the fear of change comes from? And what are the changes that travel brings?  
 
I firmly believe in humanity, the beautiful side of it and the similarities that connect us no matter where we come from.  
Home is where we feel loved and can freely be ourselves. 
 
The poem of the first movement written by Rumi, directly emphasize the above.  
It reflects a deep spiritual view on the feeling of home, which is not always connected to the place where we were born.  
 
The second movement gives an impression of the sound of a foreign language,  
and how we would listen to the sound of a new language when we cannot understand any words.  
The text is written by myself in an fictional language.  
 
The third movement reflects the power of transformation.  
Just as a large part of bravery consists of fear, so a considerate part of fear consists of bravery and courage as well.  
Being brave does not imply the absence of fear, but you are brave when you can endure fear.  
 
 
 
Hawar Tawfiq 
December 22, 2023 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 
Instrumentation 
 
 
 
Clarinet in B flat and Bass Clarinet in B flat 
 
Percussion (1 player) : 
 
-Vibraphone 
-Large Suspended Cymbal 
-Bandir 
 
Violin 
Violoncello 
 
Soprano 
 
Piano (a Large Marble Ball stone is required)   
 
 

 
 
 
Duraction: ca. 13 minutes 
 
The Score is written in C 
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Before the performance the instruments should be tuned backstage.

The lights in the concert hall (audience) dim to total darkness,

The ensemble takes a few more seconds in silence and start. 
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